
The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 
 Acclaimed by critics, beloved by readers of all ages, taught everywhere from inner-city grade schools to universities 
across the country, and translated all over the world, The House on Mango Street is the remarkable story of 
Esperanza Cordero. Told in a series of vignettes – sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous–it is the story 
of a young Latina girl growing up in Chicago, inventing for herself who and what she will become. Few other books in 
our time have touched so many readers. 
  
  
The Great Divide by Cristina Heriquez 
An epic novel of the construction of the Panama Canal, casting light on the unsung people who lived, loved, and 
labored there.  It is said that the canal will be the greatest feat of engineering in history. But first, it must be built. For 
Francisco, a local fisherman who resents the foreign powers clamoring for a slice of his country, nothing is more 
upsetting than the decision of his son, Omar, to work as a digger in the excavation zone. But for Omar, whose 
upbringing was quiet and lonely, this job offers a chance to finally find connection. Ada Bunting is a bold sixteen-
year-old from Barbados who arrives in Panama as a stowaway alongside thousands of other West Indians seeking 
work. Alone and with no resources, she is determined to find a job that will earn enough money for her ailing sister’s 
surgery. When she sees a young man—Omar—who has collapsed after a grueling shift, she is the only one who 
rushes to his aid. John Oswald has dedicated his life to scientific research and has journeyed to Panama in single-
minded pursuit of one goal: eliminating malaria. But now, his wife, Marian, has fallen ill herself, and when he 
witnesses Ada’s bravery and compassion, he hires her on the spot as a caregiver. This fateful decision sets in 
motion a sweeping tale of ambition, loyalty, and sacrifice. Searing and empathetic, The Great Divide explores the 
intersecting lives of activists, fishmongers, laborers, journalists, neighbors, doctors, and soothsayers—those rarely 
acknowledged by history even as they carved out its course. 
 
Akin by Emma Donoghue 
Noah Selvaggio is a retired chemistry professor and widower living on the Upper West Side, but born in the South of 
France. He is days away from his first visit back to Nice since he was a child, bringing with him a handful of puzzling 
photos he's discovered from his mother's wartime years. But he receives a call from social services: Noah is the 
closest available relative of an eleven-year-old great-nephew he's never met, who urgently needs someone to look 
after him. Out of a feeling of obligation, Noah agrees to take Michael along on his trip. Much has changed in this 
famously charming seaside mecca, still haunted by memories of the Nazi occupation. The unlikely duo, suffering 
from jet lag and culture shock, bicker about everything from steak frites to screen time. But Noah gradually comes 
to appreciate the boy's truculent wit, and Michael's ease with tech and sharp eye help Noah unearth troubling 
details about their family's past. Both come to grasp the risks people in all eras have run for their loved ones, and 
find they are more akin than they knew. Written with all the tenderness and psychological intensity that made Room 
an international bestseller, Akin is a funny, heart-wrenching tale of an old man and a boy, born two generations 
apart, who unpick their painful story and start to write a new one together. 
 
What We Talk about When We're Over 60 by  Linda Hughes and Sherri Daley 
Those of us who are over sixty are not amused at being compared to aging wine, and certainly not cheese. In this 
book thirty of us - writers, educators, businesswomen, motivational speakers, mothers, grandmothers, retirees, an 
artist, a hairdresser, a psychic, a farmer, a psychologist, and a dancer - each share a story about something that 
changed everything. We think that you - especially if you're a woman over sixty - will laugh and cry and maybe gasp 
at these funny, enlightening, and bawdy tales because they'll remind you of your own life. So read, enjoy, and 
reminisce. Then, we invite you to join us on Facebook to share what you like to talk about. Let's do this over-sixty 
thing together. 
 
The Pumpkin Spice Café by Laurie Gilmore 
When Jeanie’s aunt gifts her the beloved Pumpkin Spice Café in the small town of Dream Harbor, Jeanie jumps at 
the chance for a fresh start away from her very dull desk job. 
Logan is a local farmer who avoids Dream Harbor’s gossip at all costs. But Jeanie’s arrival disrupts Logan’s routine 
and he wants nothing to do with the irritatingly upbeat new girl, except that he finds himself inexplicably drawn to 



her. Will Jeanie’s happy-go-lucky attitude win over the grumpy-but-gorgeous Logan, or has this city girl found the 
one person in town who won’t fall for her charm, or her pumpkin spice lattes… 
 
 
The Art Thief: A True Story of Love, Crime, and a Dangerous Obsession by Michael Finkel 
Stéphane Bréitwieser is the most prolific art thief of all time. He pulled off more than 200 heists, often in crowded 
museums in broad daylight. His girlfriend served as his accomplice. His collection was worth an estimated $2 
billion. He never sold a piece, displaying his stolen art in his attic bedroom. He felt like a king. Until everything came 
to a shocking end. In this spellbinding portrait of obsession and flawed genius, Michael Finkel gives us one of the 
most remarkable true-crime narratives of our times, a riveting story of art, theft, love, and an insatiable hunger to 
possess beauty at any cost. 
 
American By Day: A Novel by Derek B. Miller 
A gripping and timely novel that follows Sigrid—the dry-witted detective from Derek B. Miller’s best-selling 
debut Norwegian by Night—from Oslo to the United States on a quest to find her missing brother. She knew it was a 
weird place. She’d heard the stories, seen the movies, read the books. But now police Chief Inspector Sigrid 
Ødegård has to leave her native Norway and actually go there; to that land across the Atlantic where her missing 
brother is implicated in the mysterious death of a prominent African American academic—America. Sigrid is 
plunged into a United States where race and identity, politics and promise, reverberate in every aspect of daily life. 
Working with—or, if necessary, against—the police, she must negotiate the local political minefields and navigate 
the backwoods of the Adirondacks to uncover the truth before events escalate further. 
 
Demon Copperhead by Barbara Kingsolver 
Set in the mountains of southern Appalachia, this is the story of a boy born to a teenaged single mother in a single-
wide trailer, with no assets beyond his dead father's good looks and copper-colored hair, a caustic wit, and a fierce 
talent for survival. In a plot that never pauses for breath, relayed in his own unsparing voice, he braves the modern 
perils of foster care, child labor, derelict schools, athletic success, addiction, disastrous loves, and crushing losses. 
Through all of it, he reckons with his own invisibility in a popular culture where even the superheroes have 
abandoned rural people in favor of cities. Many generations ago, Charles Dickens wrote David Copperfield from his 
experience as a survivor of institutional poverty and its damages to children in his society. Those problems have yet 
to be solved in ours.  
 
Horse: A Novel by Geraldine Brooks 
Kentucky, 1850. An enslaved groom named Jarret and a bay foal forge a bond of understanding that will carry the 
horse to record-setting victories across the South. When the nation erupts in civil war, an itinerant young artist who 
has made his name on paintings of the racehorse takes up arms for the Union. On a perilous night, he reunites with 
the stallion and his groom, very far from the glamor of any racetrack. New York City, 1954. Martha Jackson, a gallery 
owner celebrated for taking risks on edgy contemporary painters, becomes obsessed with a nineteenth-century 
equestrian oil painting of mysterious provenance. Washington, DC, 2019. Jess, a Smithsonian scientist from 
Australia, and Theo, a Nigerian-American art historian, find themselves unexpectedly connected through their 
shared interest in the horse—one studying the stallion’s bones for clues to his power and endurance, the other 
uncovering the lost history of the unsung Black horsemen who were critical to his racing success. Based on the 
remarkable true story of the record-breaking thoroughbred Lexington, Horse is a novel of art and science, love and 
obsession, and our unfinished reckoning with racism. 
 
The God of the Woods by Liz Moore 
Early morning, August 1975: a camp counselor discovers an empty bunk. Its occupant, Barbara Van Laar, has gone 
missing. Barbara isn’t just any thirteen-year-old: she’s the daughter of the family that owns the summer camp and 
employs most of the region’s residents. And this isn’t the first time a Van Laar child has disappeared. Barbara’s 
older brother similarly vanished fourteen years ago, never to be found. As a panicked search begins, a thrilling 
drama unfolds. Chasing down the layered secrets of the Van Laar family and the blue-collar community working in 
its shadow, Moore’s multi-threaded story invites readers into a rich and gripping dynasty of secrets and second 
chances. 


